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1951 LEGISLATIVE PROGRAMS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION, 
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS, DISABLED AMERICAN 
VETERANS, AND AMERICAN VETERANS OF WORLD 
WAR Il 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25, 1951 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D. C. 

The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs met, pursuant to notice, in 
room 356, Old House Office Building, at 10 a. m., the Honorable 
John E. Rankin (chairman) presiding. 

Present: The Honorable Messrs. Rankin, Teague, Magee, Elliott, 
Kearney, Devereux, Adair, Springer, Denny, Allen, Evins, Donohue, 
Hays of Ohio, Rogers of Texas, Ayres, Hunter, Prouty, and the 
Honorable Mrs. Rogers of Massachusetts. 

The CuarrMan. The committee will come to order. 

We have met this morning, as we usually do, to hear the representa- 
tives of the recognized veterans’ organizations, the American Legion 
the Veterans of Doscion Wars, the Disabled American Veterans, an 
the AMVETS. 

We are going to ask you not to run over 15 minutes if you can avoid 
it for the simple reason that one of our most distinguished members 
has to leave at 11 o’clock, and we want him to hear what you have to 
say. We will make that a limit, and if it should become necessary to 
extend the time it might be done by unanimous consent. 

Mr. Auuien. Off the record, Mr. Chairman. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

The Cuarrman. On the record. 

With that understanding, we will proceed. I am sorry all the 
members are not here. I understand that when they voted on one 
veterans’ bill in the Senate they had an enormous crowd. They had 
nine men. That passed by unanimous consent, you understand. 

Mr. Auten. You would not compare it with our committee? 

The Cuatrrman. No. But I was comparing it to the House. We 
have a good deal of difficulty in getting a quorum in the House even 
when the life of the Nation is at stake, so I do not feel we have too 
much difficulty here. 

Mrs. Rogers. Don’t you feel that most of them think the meeting 
will not get under way until 10:30 and that may be delaying them? 

The Cuatrman. Probably so. We called it for 10 o’clock because 
we wanted to hear all these veterans’ organizations. 

Without objection, then, we will proceed. 

Ladies and gentlemen, it is my pleasure to present to you, the 
national commander of the American Legion, the Honorable Mr. 
Erle Cocke, Jr., of Georgia. 

Mr. Cocke. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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STATEMENT OF ERLE COCKE, JR.. NATIONAL COMMANDER, THE 
AMERICAN LEGION 


Mr. Cocke. Mr. Chairman, Mrs. Rogers, and gentlemen of the 
committee, | sincerely appreciate your consideration in inviting me, as 
national commander of the American Legion, to come before this 
distinguished and most important committee for the purpose of dis- 
cussing legislation which we believe necessary to correct inequities, 
and adjust benefit payments and limitations so as to make them com- 
mensurate with the acknowledged and rather precipitous increase in 
the cost of everyday living. Appreciating that some of you have 
devoted the greater portion of your years in Congress in behalf of the 
disabled veteran, his widow and dependents, and that all of you are 
sincerely and deeply interested in this great program, I shall be very 
brief. 

The CuarrmMan. I was going to say, we will give you the right to 
extend your remarks in the record, Mr. Cocke, if you so desire. 

Mr. Cocke. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I shall try to be brief and 
may take advantage of your suggestion. 

In view of the many years we have worked with you, I realize that 
you are fully aware of the basic doctrines of our American Legion. It 
seems unnecessary, therefore, that I say to you that the American 
Legion was founded on the sound concept of service—service to our 
disabled veterans and their dependents. That service is now popu- 
larly known as rehabilitation. 

We have never swerved from that path. By ourselves, however, 
we could have accomplished but little. It is to you, Mr. Chairman, 
and to you, Mrs. Rogers, and to you other members of this grand 
committee that we are indebted for your splendid accomplishments 
through the vears in behalf of him who could not help himself. The 
gratitude we feel defies expression. 

Most of you are aware that neither the legislative commission of 
the American Legion nor I, as national commander, formulate the 
legislative policy of our great organization. That is done by the 
democratic process of majority vote at national conventions or at 
regular meetings of the national executivy committee on resolutions 
of legislative mandate or policy which usually emanate from our 
State or smaller organizations—often from the posts themselves. 

We believe—and hope you agree—that the American Legion’s 
approach to veterans’ legislation has always been on a sound premise. 
We believe our requests to you today are most reasonable. We are 
grateful to your chairman for having already introduced a number of 
bills in this session which would carry out many of our objectives. 

The following considerations represent what we have adjudged to 
be priority requirements. Please do not interpret the sequence of 
the recommendations as indicating priority within priority. 


VETERANS OF PRESENT EMERGENCY 


Equalization of benefits and services to those who served in the 
Armed Forces of the United States on or after June 27, 1950, and 
prior to such date as shall thereafter be determined by the United 
States Government, so as to provide for compensation, pension, hos- 
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pitalization, education and training, loans and allowances comparable 
to that which veterans of World War II were entitled. 

This is our Los Angeles Convention Resolution 342, embodied in 
H. R. 1079, H. R. 1078, and H. R. 1217. 

As to compensation: 

First, Mr. Chairman, provision for award of additional disability 
compensation for dependents of service-connected disabled veterans 
who are disabled to the extent of 10 percent or more. 

This is our Los Angeles Convention Resolution 500, embodied in 
H. R. 1073. 

Second, the elevation of monthly death-compensation rates for 
children, where there is no widow, and for dependent parents. 

Los Angeles Convention Resolution 577, embodied in H. R. 1075. 

Then, as to pensions: 

We urge amendments relating to pension awards for permanent 
total non-service-connected disability, and to provide for award of 
death pension to widows and children of deceased World War IT 
veterans on the same basis as for World War I veterans. We ask 
that the rates for both be raised, and that the income limitations be 
scaled upward. We also ask that certain annuities and benefits and 
insurance payments be excluded from income computation. 

This is Los Angeles Convention Resolutions 446 and 687, embodied 
in H. R. 1078 and H. R. 1079. 

Now, regarding hospitalization: 

First, we urge the restoration of 16,000 beds eliminated from 
Veterans’ Administration hospital-construction program by Presiden- 
tial order of January 10, 1949 (Los Angeles Convention Res. 245, 
embodied in H. R. 252). 

Second, we urge the establishment of a Federal Board of Hospitaliza- 
tion (Los Angeles Convention Res. 13, embodied in H,. R. 1081). 

With respect to education, we urge the Congress to amend Public 
Law 346 of the Seventy-eighth Congress, to clearly express its intent 
regarding the veterans’ right to training after July 25, 1951 (Los 
Angeles Convention Res. 77, embodied in H. R. 2377). 

With respect to insurance: 

We urge a sixth and successive renewals of United States Govern- 
ment life-insurance 5-year-level-premium term policies for additional 
5-year periods, at the premium rate for the attained age without 
medical examination (National Executive Committee Res. 52, embod- 
ied in H. R. 1072). 

Secondly, in the light of recent legislation which completely changes 
the Government insurance program for in-service personnel, the 
veterans of the present emergency, and which affects certain previous 
rights of veterans of World Wars I and II, the American Legion is 
reevaluating the present insurance developments, and their effect in 
general. Later, we expect to come before you with specific recom- 
mendations which we feel you will find meritorious. 

Veterans’ Administration reorganization: 

Insofar as the reorganization of the Veterans’ Administration is 
concerned, I would like to comment. We find people continually 
sniping at the veterans’ program in this country. I always like to call 
your attention to the fact that the Economy Act in which you people 
participated sought to reorganize the Veterans’ Administration under 
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new corporations, satellite types of organization which seemed to try 
to interfere with the Veterans’ Administration structure. One in 
particular would be to eliminate this splendid committee which has 
rendered so much service to the people. Then there are people who 
would like to eliminate the sources where we have representatives to 
come before you to express our views. 

There are bills before your committee, such as H. R. 3677 and 
H. R. 3686, which would reorganize the Veterans’ Administration 
insurance under a new corporation and reorganize the administration 
of the Veterans’ Administration itself. We flatly oppose both 
measures. 

Before concluding, I wish to state that the national rehabilitation 
commission of the American Legion, after considerable study, will 
present recommendations to the forthcoming meeting of our national 
executive committee which are designed to obtain approval of a policy 
favoring upward revision of compensation rates in general. This 
action is being taken because of the disparagement between the fixed 
income rates of the disabled and the greatly increased cost of living. 
The legislative and rehabilitation commissions will later present such 
recommendations as are consistent with the action of the national 
executive committee. Our Washington staff, which is present all the 
time here in Washington, will also present to you the details of study 
in connection with the general statements I am making to you at this 
time. 

For your convenience, I hand you herewith several copies of sum- 
maries of resolutions adopted by the 1950 Los Angeles convention, 
and the November 1950 meeting of the national executive committee 
which require legislative action. 

I sincerely appreciate the opportunity you have given me today 
and, in behalf of the American Legion, [ trust you will give our 
recommendations your usual deep and generous consideration. The 
American Legion is grateful always for the time we have before this 
committee and happy always when we can be of service to you. We 
hope you will call on us. 

he Cuatrman. Mr. Cocke, I want to say that I was one of the 
men who led the fight against the so-called economy bill. We have 
always had a great element in this country who seem to be in favor 
of economy at home and extravagance abroad. 

As to the 16,000 beds, we have reported that bill again and it is 
now pending before the Rules Committee. I went before the Rules 
Committee yesterday and presented the case. I am hoping they will 

nt a rule shortly. What we are trying to do is to pass necessary 
egislation and not just trying to load the calendar with unnecessary 
legislation. I am sure that is what the Legion wants. 

On this question of pensions for World War I veterans we passed 
that bill but it did not get through the Senate. I suppose you still 
favor that bill. 

Mr. Cocke. We had national committee action and executive 
committee action last year on this point in that the national emergency 
itself requires top priority. We have more consideration for the 
present emergency and to look after those rights and benefits. We 
certainly do not want to do anything against the economy of the 
country or anything that will slow up the fight against the Com- 
munists in Korea. 
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The Cuarrman. A good many of those World War I veterans are 
now old men. They are beyond the age of their earning capacity. 

Mr. Magee. Don’t forget some of us are still kids. 

The Cuarrman. Still kids. Oh, yes. 

One veteran I knew in 1918 is up to 80 years now. We have a 
great many getting old, and because they are old they are unable to 
take care of themselves. I do not want them to feel that while our 
Government is building irrigation projects on the Orinoco, or power 
dams on the Ganges, and financing people who took the Arabs’ land 
away from them, that you, who have fought the Nation’s battles in 
times of war, are not sustained in times of peace, are to be left out in 
the cold in your old days. 

Mr. Cocks. We agree with you wholeheartedly. 

Mr. Auten. Not in line with what the commander has said this 
morning, but it has occurred to me that this committee would do well 
to hear the national commander, probably, in executive session. In 
view of the fact that he has just made a recent trip he probably has 
some information which some of us would like to have. 

I wonder if the chairman could arrange with the commander to 
come to this committee and, if necessary, close the doors and have a 
heart-to-heart talk about some things that he probably has observed. 

The Cuarrman. And then have the Senate investigate us? 

Mr. Aten. I say this without respect to politics or anything of 
that kind. I am not interested in the political angle. I am inter- 
ested in trying to find out some things I would like to know and he 
might have some information that would be worth something to us as 
members of this committee. I would like to suggest, Mr. Chairman, 
that if it can be done, if it is not out of line, that you arrange with the 
national commander to meet with us in this way. 

Mrs. Rocers. Will the gentleman yield? 

Mr. Auten. I do. 

Mrs. Rogers. I heartily agree. I presume you want the same bene- 
fits for the veterans of Korean wars as for veterans of World War I. 

Mr. Auten. | thought, Mrs. Rogers, we could discuss the whole 
thing and try to find out where we are going and what we are doing. 

Mr. Macer. You want to know whether we are going to be with 
Hoover or MacArthur? 

Mr. AuueNn. [| hope my dear friend does not inject any politics into 
it whatever. Iam interested as a Member of Congress and an Ameri- 
can citizen as to what should be done. 

Mrs. Rocers. You gentlemerf have always done like that. 

Mr. Aten. Yes. 

The Cuarrman. I have no objection to him talking in open session. 

Mr. Auuen. I have no objection to that but he might want to say 
something he would not feel too free to discuss if it were an open ses- 
sion. So far as I am concerned I would like to have an open session 
but I am doing this so we might get some information. 

Mr. Devereux. Mr. Chairman, may I ask the gentleman a ques- 
tion? What is the Legion’s position so far as veterans are concerned 
of Nicaragua, Haiti, San Domingo, and places like that? 

Mr. Cocks. I think we have always felt that the American Legion, 
though it limits its membership to those who have served our country 
in World Wars I and II, should have at heart the interests of those 
who served elsewhere and see that they receive what is due them. 
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Mr. Devereux. You do not believe that people in Haiti and San 
Domingo are just as dead as the others? 

Mr. Cocker. Yes. We do limit our membership to the period of 
World Wars I and IT and from 1950 forward to the end of hostilities. 
But we go out of our way many times to help those who participated 
in the Nicaraguan campaign and others. We have handled as many 
case loads growing out of the years 1919 to 1921 as would involve 
hospitals and pensions and so forth. 

The CHatrman. Mr. Commander, the legislation you refer to is 
being considered carefully by our staff. It was 3 years before the 
Servicemen’s Readjustment Act was passed for World War II and we 
are working very carefully to avoid some of the pitfalls we stumbled 
into after the last war. 

Mr. Allen spoke about inviting you here if it is convenient for you. 

Mr. Cocker. Mr. Chairman, I will make my schedule conform to 
the wishes of the committee, though I have 2 days reserved when I 
have to report to the national executive committee of the Legion. 

The Crarrman. You will be here for the next day or two? We 
will go into executive session when we get through and I will see what 
arrangements can be worked out. I would like to hear all of you. 

Mr. Evins. I agree with what Mr. Allen has said. We need in- 
formation on all the details of the specific Federal training program. 
We are having much inquiry as to whether the training program is to 
be continued. I feel the committee would like to have the recom- 
mendation in that as well as other fields so I hope the commander 
can arrange to come back to a later session. 

The Cuarrman. What he wanted to talk about is what the com- 
mander saw and learned and observed, especially in Korea. 

Mr. AtLen. Not in regard to legislation. 

The Cuatrman. No. He, as the head of a great American institu- 
tion who has been abroad and seen what is going on and to get some 
first-hand information. 

Mr. Cocke. | will be delighted to answer your invitation and we 
can work out a time suitable to the committee and us. 

The Cuamman. Any other questions? 

Mr. Hays. I have a question I would like to ask. I see you recom- 
mend, and I am in accord with it, 16,000 new hospital beds. But 
| have made some inquiry of the Veterans’ Administration and they 
confirmed it that there are completed hospitals now standing idle 
because they cannot get the adequate staffs to open them. I am 
concerned to find some way to get them staffed. I wondered if you 
people had some specific recommendation for staffing the hospitals? 

Mr. Cocke. I think there has been a good deal of discussion on the 
Legion's position to staff hospitals. We feel we have been most 
helpful in certain isolated hospitals. We actually campaigned to 
recruit doctors. In terms of the actual hospital program of the 
country, it ties into your direct question about Korea. They have 
problems coming out of Korea and they have the basic question, Are 
you going to turn over the Korean veterans to the Veterans’ Admin- 
istration as soon as possible or hold them in the Armed Forces hospitals 
as long as possible? 

In World War IL they kept them in the Armed Forces hospitals 
because there were not enough beds to carry them. At present they 
have not decided. There are over 16,000 casualties so every day you 
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lose in determining the over-all hospital question you are depriving 
someone of a bed as well as of service. 

Mrs. Rocers. The Veterans’ Administration during World War IT 
gave the doctors military status. I introduced a bill to that effect 
because I do not think you are going to be able to start hospitals until 
you can get the personnel out to the different hospitals. 

Mr. Cocks. I am sure you have been watching the weekly number 
of doctors and nurses lost to the armed services from the Veterans’ 
Administration. Somewhere you have to draw the line and say: these 
are for combat and these for after combat. 

Mrs. Rogers. The armed services provide that no doctor over 30 
should be drafted from the regular Veterans’ Administration. 

The Cuarrman. Thank you very much, Commander Cocke. We 
will let you hear from us. 

Mrs. Rogers. | would like to say you have a very fine director of 
legislation in Mr. Miles Kennedy. 

The CuarrmMan. And in John Thomas Taylor. If anyone else is to 
be complimented we are here for that purpose. 

(Digest of resolutions of the 1950 convention of the American 


Legion follows:) 


STATEMENT SHOWING RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED AT THE NOVEMBER 1950 MEETING 
or THE NATIONAL Executive CoMMITTEE REQUIRING LEGISLATION 


Resolution No. 9: Resolved, That the American Legion reaffirm its stand that 
national service life insurance and United States Government life insurance pro- 
grams, contracts, and trust funds established therefor be preserved, and that the 
opportunity to obtain national service life insurance be continued for members 
of the Armed Forces and veterans, and, in addition, that the United States 
Government and national service life insurance programs continue to be admin- 
istered by the Veterans’ Administration. 

The above covered by H. R. 1 (not a Legion bill) and 8. 84 (a Legion bill). 

Resolution No. 10: Calls for the American Legion to support legislation to 
provide that service in the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps shall be deemed 
active military service during World War II for the purpose of any and all laws 
administered by any agency of the Federal Government or of its subdivisions, 
providing that there was subsequent active wartime service in the Women’s 
Army Corps. 

The above covered by H. R. 1218. 

Resolution No. 14: This resolution has to do with the right of appellate review 
and requests an amendment to paragraph II, part II, Veterans Regulation 2 (s), 
to read as follows: 

“All questions on applications or claims involving rights, privileges, and bene- 
fits of any and all kinds under laws administered by the Veterans’ Administration 
shall be subject to one review on appeal to the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs, 
decisions in such cases to be made by the Board of Veterans Appeals.” 

The above covered by H. R. 1074. 

Resolution No. 15: Calls for legislation to provide benefits to veterans dis- 
charged by reason of nationality in a country with which the United States was at 
war between April 6, 1917, and November 11, 1918; were separated from such 
service under conditions other than honorable by reason of such nationality; 
were citizens of the United States on the date of enactment of this law or on the 
date of death, whichever date is earlier. 

Covered by 8. 649 and H. R. 1080. 

Resolution No. 16: Calls upon the American Legion to sponsor legislation to 
provide in the annual income computation for determining the statutory limitation 
in death pension claims, for exclusion of payments for settlement of debts incurred 
by the veterans or for expense of last sickness of the veteran and such expense of 
burial of the veteran as exceeds the amount of allowance paid under laws admin- 
istered by the Veterans’ Administration. (This matter is also referred to in 
Los Angeles resolutions Nos. 138, 342, and 687.) 

The above covered by 8. 503 and H. R. 1079. 
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Resolution No. 17; Calls for insurance protection from the time of entry into 
military service, with the intention of full protection of personnel and dependents 
from date of taking the oath of induction. 

The above covered by H. R. 1 (not a Legion bill) and 8. 84 (a Legion bill). 

Resolution No. 19: Urges the United States Government to extend immediately 
to the Government of the Philippines all economic and military aid to save the 
people of the Philippines, and to pretect the interests of the United States from 
the increasing threat of communistic-inspired aggression or revolution. Also 
Resolved, That necessary action be taken to place the substance of this resolution 
into app —— legislative terminology and to bring it before proper legislative 
channels of Congress. 

Resolution No. 31: Resolved, That the Congress of the United States be peti- 
tioned to make a full and complete investigation in order that the true facts of the 
Amerasia case may be established. 

Resolution No. 41: Calls for the necessary legislation to be introduced in 
Congress to set up a six-point program of cooperation between the United States 
Weather Bureau and consulting meteorologists. 

This matter was referred to Senator Dirksen (Illinois), who promised to intro- 
duce same. 

Resolution No. 48: Calls for a permanent memorial to sailors and marines who 
perished when the battleship Arizona was sunk at Pearl Harbor on December 7, 
1941. 

The above is covered by S. 815 and H. R. 509. 

Resolution No. 51: Calls for legislation to amend Public Law 591 of the Seventy- 
seventh Congress and section 610 of Public Law 801 of the Seventy-sixth Con- 
gress to provide a basis for continuance of insurance by premium payment 
during continued and unexplained absence of an insured. 

Resolution No. 52: Calls for legislation to provide that, at the expiration of 
any 5-year period, a 5-year level-premium-term policy of United States Govern- 
ment life insurance may be renewed for a successive 5-year period at the premium 
rate for the attained age without medical examination. 

The above covered by 8. 650 and H. R. 1072. 

Resolution No. 53: Resolved, That the same presumptive periods as now 
enjoyed by cases of active pulmonary tuberculosis, under existing laws, be 
extended to the nonpulmonary forms of active tuberculosis. 

The above covered by S. 712 and H. R. 1077. (For further reference see 
also Los Angeles resolution No. 623.) 

Resolution No. 54: Calls for appropriate legislation to be introduced authoriz- 
ing the Veterans’ Administration to contract with any existing United States 
Government agency in Territorial or insular possessions of the United States in 
connection with domiciliary care of veterans in such Territories or insular pos- 
sessions. 





STATEMENT SHOWING RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED AT THE THIRTY-SECOND ANNUAL 
NATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE AMERICAN LeGion Hewp at Los ANGELES, 
Cauir., Ocrorner 9-12, 1950 Requrrinc LecistatTive ACTION IN THE E1IGHTy- 
Seconp CONGRESS 


AMERICAN AND UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES 


Federal aid to education 

Resolution 191, Los Angeles, 1950: Reiterates San Francisco convention 
action, 1946, and urges Congress enact legislation to provide Federal aid to educa- 
tion, but without Federal control and retaining accepted American principle of 
school management. 


Flag Code amendment 

Resolution 397, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, To amend Public Law 829, 
Seventy-seventh Congress, to correct the present misunderstanding with regard 
to flag etiquette and proper salute to the flag. 


Indians 

Resolution 35, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That definite steps be taken by 
the American Legion to initiate action for the repeal of laws which discriminate 
against persons of Indian blood. 
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IMMIGRATION—NATURALIZATION—DEPORTATION 
Alien veterans 

Resolution 64, Los Angeles, 1950: 1. Resolved, That honorably discharged 
veterans of the United States Armed Forces in time of war, living outside our 
Territorial limits, who are not citizens, and are bona fide residents of friendly 
countries, to reenter United States as aliens without regard to quota, but subject 
to investigation by Immigration Department; 

2. Resolved, To benefit by above legislation veterans inducted into armed 
services or discharged therefrom must have been formerly legal residents of 
United States and induction or discharge must have been within the United 
States. 

3. Resolved, That wives and minor children of any such veteran may enter with 
same to take up permanent residence. 


Deny second citizenship 

Resolution 471, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That Congress be importuned 
to take action preventing granting of second citizenship to those American-born 
Japanese who voluntarily renounce United States citizenship following state of 
war between United States and Japan. 


Deportation of certain aliens 

Resolution 361, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That the Hobbs bill dealing with 
alien subversives who cannot be deported for technical reasons, but who have 
been convicted of deportable actions, be placed under supervision of Attorney 
Genera! as provided in said bill. Resolution includes request that bill be passed 
before adjournment present session. 


Veterans naturalization preservation 

Resolution 710, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That section 406, paragraph (h), 
of the Nationality Act of 1940, be amended to include in the exceptions to the 
application of section 404, veterans of the Second World War, and it is further 
recotumended that the act be made retroactive to include those veterans of 
World War II whose time has expired under the 3-year limitation of the present 
act. 


Visa regulation 

Resolution 149, Los Angeles, 1950: Proposes legislation and funds to provide 
adequate regulation of conduct and activity of all immigrants for period of time 
after admission under special or temporary visas. 


SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES 


Communists in United States be apprehended 

Resolution 203, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That legislation be enacted by Con- 
gress immediately to provide due process by which all known Communists within 
the United States and its Territories and possessions be taken into custody and 
detained for reasons of national security; that all Communists who are United 
States citizens be tried as traitors and that all noncitizen Communists within our 
country be treated as enemy spies. 


Communist Party be outlawed 

Resolution 40, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That we urge and request the 
Congress of the United States of America, if necessary, to initiate a constitutional 
amendment to outlaw the Communist Party of the U. 8. A., ete. 


Espionage, sabotage, and treason 

Resolution 200, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That the American Legion exert 
all efforts at its command for passage of Federal legislation imposing death 
penalty on those convicted of espionage, sabotage, and sedition, committed in 
time of war or peace. 


State Department loyalty 

Resolution 412, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, In favor of comprehensive and 
impartial congressional lovalty investigation of all officials and employees of the 
State Department, and of the dismissal of any of these whose disloyalty is brought 
to light, and that all personnel records be made available to the investigators. 
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Un-American Activities Committee 

Resolution 403, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That we insist and demand that the 
House of Representatives continue the Un-American Activities Committee and 
provide sufficient funds for its work. 


CHILD WELFARE 

Desertion of juveniles 

Resolution 266, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolving reaffirmation former convention 
action supporting Federal legislation for control of desertion when State boundaries 
are crossed. 
Maternity and infant care 

Resolution 702, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That an emergency maternity and 
infant care program for service families similar to the one operated during World 
War II, be established, and that due consideration be given to correcting any 
inequities which experience developed during World War II. 


Social security 

Resolution 699, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That the Social Security Act be 
amended to provide social security credits for men and women in military service 
on and after June 25, 1950, on the same basis as credit authorized for World War 


Resolution 704, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That Social Security Act be 
amended to increase wage credit under Old Age and Survivors Insurance for World 
War II military service from $160 to $250 per month. 

Resolution 703, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That Congress define the term 
“Continued absence from home’’ as used in Social Security Act with regard to 
eligibility for aid to dependent children, etc. 


ECONOMIC READJUSTMENT 
Agriculture and housing 
Adequate funds for Farmers Home Loan Administration— Resolution 629, Los 
Angeles, 1050: Resolved, That Congress be urged to appropriate sufficient funds 
for the Farmers Home Administration to meet agricultural credit needs of eligible 
veterans who because of loeal credit conditions, cannot obtain the necessary 
agricultural credit to meet their needs, 


Soldiers’ and sailors’ relief 

Resolution 369, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, To amend or supplement the 
Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Relief Act of 1940, as amended, and all other applicable 
laws as may be needed to provide protection to veterans reentering service during 
present emergency so that their homes or other property will not be foreclosed 
upon, and that they be given adequate time following discharge, to settle their 
obligations without undue economic hardship. 


GI loan guaranty program 

Resolution 706, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That the President and the Con- 
gress be urged to amend Executive Order No. 10161, or amend the basic legisla- 
tion which authorized transfer of responsibility of the loan guaranty program 
from the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs to the Housing and Home Finance 
Agency. 
Secondary market— Veterans’ cooperatives, etc. j 

Resolution 545, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, The continuation of a strong and 
secondary market for loans made to veterans under the Servicemen’s Readjust- 
ment Act. Also reaffirms stand that cooperative housing for veterans be en- 
couraged by the VA, and that where private financing is not available for that 
purpose, funds at interest rates of not to exceed 4 percent be granted under the 
jurisdiction of the VA and that sufficient funds be provided by the Congress for 


that purpose. 
EMPLOYMENT— VETERANS’ PREFERENCE 


Apprenticeship credits toward retirement 
Resolution 374, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That we favor legislation that will 


credit World War I veterans in Federal employment with retirement credit 
based upon post-World War I apprenticeship training. 














1951 LEGISLATIVE PROGRAMS OF VETERANS’ ORGANIZATIONS 97 


Civil-service sick leave 

Resolution 478, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, To oppose any congressional ac- 
tion to reduce the present annual sick-leave allowance, and to clarify before 
Congress misrepresentations that are now being made pertaining to sick-leave 
abuses. 


Civil-service, Veterans’ Retirement 

Resolution 564, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That the retirement laws of the 
Federal Governnent be changed to provide for veterans’ voluntary retirement 
after 25 vears’ service, with full annuity provision. 


Emergency apprenticeship program 


Resolution 205, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That Congress be urged to further 
and expand the program of apprenticeship in industries essential to the present 
emergency, etc, 


Funds for VES, USES, and SES 


Resolution 123, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That Congress appropriate funds 
for adequate and efficient administration of the Veterans Employment Service, 
United States Employment Service, and States Employment Service, and that 
VES be adequately staffed to comply with the purpose, intent, and provisions of 
title IV, Public Law 346, Seventy-eighth Congress. 

Increase veterans’ employment 

Resolution 66, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That prime contractors, operating 
in whole or in part with Federal funds, give preference to qualified veterans and 
that appropriate Federal agency administer this requirement. 

Resolution 206, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That contracting firms financed 
by Federal funds be required to use the facilities of United States Employment 
Service and its affiliate State employment services for selection and referral. This 
resolution also reiterates principle embodied in Resolution 66, 


Military service credit 


Resolution 113, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That legislation such as H. R. 87, 
Kighty-first Congress, be supported. 
Oppose weakening veterans’ preference 

Resolution 421, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, To unalterably oppose any pro- 
posed changes in the Veterans Preference Act of 1944 detrimental to the interest 
of veterans, to include changes in administrative policy of the Civil Service Com- 
mission as presently embodied in H. R. 8925. 
Physically handicapped and older veterans 

Resolution 218, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That special emphasis be given 
to employment of disabled veterans and those in the “over 40” age group, and that 
the Congress be urged to provide sufficient funds and personnel to all Federal 
agencies responsible for employment counseling and placement. 
Reemployment rights 

Resolution 708, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That (1) reemployment rights be 
extended to persons enlisting, or reservists serving on active duty for more than 
3 years; (2) that coverage be extended to those enlisting a second time or re- 
enlisting since June 24, 1948; (3) that this protection be extended while persons 
are liable for involuntary call to military duty under the Selective Service Act; 
and (4) that persons called for induction or active duty that are rejected, be per- 
mitted to return to their jobs without loss of rights, ete. 


Salary recovery 

Resolution 705, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That Public Law 623, Eightieth 
Congress, be amended to provide payment in certain cases of separations, restora- 
tions, ete. 


Veterans’ disability preference 

Resolution 68, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That congressional action be sought 
to safeguard the disability preference by requiring full explanations in case of re- 
jections for appointment in civil service positions. 
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FOREIGN RELATIONS 


Resolution, unnumbered, comprises statement of policy embodying a 20-point 
program on foreign relations. veral of these points will need implementation 

legislation. Since both space and time are limited, please refer to the Report 
of the Foreign Relations Commission to the National Executive Committee or to 
the Summary of Proceedings of the Los Angeles Convention for full details con- 
cerning this subject matter. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

American Legion charter 

Resolution 2, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That sections 4 and 8, Public Law 
47, Sixty-eighth Congress, relating to the act of Congress incorporating the 
American Legion, be amended and that legislation be introduced in the Congress 
to have said act amended to give greater protection to the control over the 
American Legion emblem, etc. 

Resolution 75, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That the Congress amend the 
American Legion charter so as to add to the eligibility provision thereof the 
period June 25, 1950, to and including the date of cessation of hostilities, and for 
other purposes. 

Non-military or quasi-military groups 

Resolution 685, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, To oppose legislation granting 
veterans benefits to merchant marine and similarly opposes the granting of such 
benefits to former members of the American Field Service. Coast Guard tem- 

rary reservists (except those on full-time active duty), Civil Air Patrol, 

ussian Railway Service Corps, American Red Cross, Office of Strategic Services 
(civilians), and other non-military or quasi-military groups. 


Protective tariff 

Resolution 686, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, To oppose lowering of standards 
of living through trade agreements which would result in lowered tariffs detri- 
mental to our industries. 


Reorganization plans affecting veterans 

Resolution 438, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, To reiterate and reaffirm our oppo- 
sition to those sections and recommendations of the Hoover Commission reports 
which adversely affect the rights and benefits of veterans and their dependents, 


Servicemen’s income tax exemption. 

Resolution 104, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That we seek enactment of a 
Federal law excluding all wartime active service pay for noncommissioned service 
and commissioned pay for active service to the extent of $1,500 from gross income 
for the year 1950 to the end of the present emergency. 


Sprague Hospital 
Resolution 437, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, that the new general medical and 
surgical hospital in Chicago be named in honor of the late Col. Albert A. Sprague. 


Strike control 

Resolution 159, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That it condemn actions on the 
part of capital, labor, and selfish individuals which are slowing down defense pro- 
duction, and that we demand that they be dealt with summarily as determined by 
the Congress. 


Taxing veterans’ organizations 

Resolution 662, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That H. R. 5064 be amended, 
and any similar or subsequent legislation specifically and absolutely exempt from 
operation and effect thereof, any and all bona fide posts operated by nationally 
chartered veteran and fraternal organizations and their respective posts or units. 


Vivisection 
Resolution 715, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, In favor of necessary legislation 
to further the public health and welfare by authorizing vivisection in certain cases. 


NATIONAL SECURITY 


Acronautics 

The convention adopted a general statement of policy covering the aeronautics 
program of the American Legion as evolved by the convention committee on 
national security. This statement of policy covers the broad scope of military and 
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civil aeronautics and some of it will require legislation. These details will be 
worked out with the standing national security commission. 


Air Academy 
Resolution 694, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That a United States Air Academy 


be established. 


Amend courts-martial system 

Resolution 556, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That the American Legion propose 
certain changes to be made at once in the courts-martial system of our Armed 
Forces. 


Civil defense 

Resolution 696, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, (1) To vigorously demand the 
Congress on its reconvening immediately pass the civil defense legislation as 
requested by the President and appropriate adequate funds for the carrying out of 
its provisions, and (2) urgently request the President under his executive powers to 
establish an interim Federal Civil Defense Administration consistent with the 
proposed legislation and appoint a competent administrator. 


Conscientious objectors 

Resolution 697, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That Congress be asked to amend 
or change the selective service law so that those conscientious objectors now 
allowed to remain at home will be ordered to work of national importance under 


Federal supervision. 


Merchant marine 

Resolution 695, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That the Congress promptly 
enact sound, long-range shipping legislation in such terms as will encourage private 
enterprise to construct, maintain, and operate American merchant ships of 
sufficient numbers, sizes, and types to fully meet all demands of our national 
security, etc. 


National Guard 
Resolution 58, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That the National Guard, both 
ground and air forces, remain under States’ jurisdiction except in time of war or 


national emergency. 


Naval affairs 

The convention adopted the report of the convention national security com- 
mittee which pointed out and emphasized the fact that an adequate fighting Navy 
be maintained at all times and that sufficient reserve strength be maintained for 
national emergencies. This statement dealt with amphibious forces, carrier air 
forces, surface and undersurface craft, strength of the Marine Corps and expanded 
air arms. Many of these points will involve legislation and those details will also 
be worked out with the national security commission. 


Long-range naval carrier 
Resolution 516, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That we reiterate our stand of 
last year and urge the construction of a flush-deck carrier with all modern improve- 


ments. 


National security training (UMT) ' 
Resolution 693, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, To reaffirm our belief in the Ameri- 
can Legion’s principles on universal military training and authorizing and direct- 
ing the national commander and other officials to take all necessary steps to pro- 
cure the introduction and enactment of legislation embodying these principles, 


Reactivate Philippine Scouts 

Resolution 617, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, To take the necessary steps with 
the executive and legislative branches of the United States Government to initiate 
with the Philippine Government procedures necessary to reactivate the Philippine 
Scouts as an organization of the United States Armed Forces for immediate use in 
Korea or at such other places as the President of the United States may direct. 


Retirement service personnel 

Resolution 518, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That we urge amendment of title 3, 
Public Law 810, Eightieth Congress, to provide that any veteran who honorably 
served in either World War I or II with a minimum of 20 years’ acceptable service 
since the effective date of the Dick law in 1903, shall be credited with all such 
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aetunl service in the organized militia or National Guard for retirement purposes, 
e 


Single catalog for armed services 

_ Resolution 610, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That Congress enact legislation 
directing the establishment of a single catalog system for the armed services and 
provide the funds therefor. 
Unification 

Resolution 512, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That we reiterate our support of 

unification of the armed services but also urge revision of legislation or adminis- 
trative practice to permit responsible leaders greater latitude in designating forces 
and equipment for certain purposes, etc. 


REHABILITATION AND READJUSTMENT 


Commercial insurance and pensions 

Resolution 138, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That amendatory bngeeniton to 
exclude all commercial insurance in computation of annual income in determining 
entitlement to death pension. 


Death compensation 

Resolution 499, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That dependents be awarded death 
compensation in case of the death of a total and permanent service-connected 
veteran from any cause whatever. 

Resolution 577, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, To take necessary steps to secure 
upward adjustments of monthly death compensation rates for children where 
there is no widow, and for dependent parents. 


Death pension 

Resolution 599, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That Legion seek enactment of 
legislation to provide awards of death pension when deaths in service are denied 
service connection. 


Death pension, World War II 

Resolution 687, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That legislation be introduced and 
supported placing widows of World Wars I and II veterans on the same basis of 
establishing eligibility to death pensions; to raise income limitations, and adjust 
death pension rates to 70 percent of death compensation scale. 


Dependents’ allowance 

Resolution 500, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That the Congress be asked to 
liberalize laws granting additional compensation to service-connected disabled 
veterans who have dependents, etc. 


Disability review boards 

Resolution 596, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, To amend section 302, Public 
Law 346, Seventy-eighth Congress, as amended, to provide review in cases where 
officers were released from active service, because of or with physical disability, 
and without retirement pay. 


Discharge review—back payment 

Resolution 444, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That the law and regulations 
affecting retroactive payments, which would otherwise be payable for not less 
than 1 year prior to date of correction in cases in which disability compensation 
or pension claims have been denied because of the character of discharge, be 
amended to permit such retroactive payments, 


Federal Board of Hospitalization 

Resolution 13, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, To urge the President and the 
Congress to immediately reactivate or reestablish a Federal Board of Hospitaliza- 
tion, cloaked with full authority to coordinate utilization of Federal hospitals 
within and between the Veterans’ Administration, Department of Defense, and 
the Public Health Service, with a view toward making additional beds for veterans 
promptly available. 
Insurance 


Resolution 443, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, To (1) seek legislation to authorize 
the Veterans’ Administration to contract for nongovernmental assistance in 
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developing commercial reports »s a means of expeciting ection in settlement of 
insurance claims, and (2) to amend the National Service Life Insurance Act of 
1940, as amended, to grant automatic insurance protection, and for other pur- 
poses; and (3) to amend the World War Veterans’ Act of 1924 to provide for 
conversion of cash values of insurance for annuity purposes, etc. 


Korean emergency veterans 

Resolution 342, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, To reaffirm Legion policy of 
benefits for veterans having active military, naval, or air service on or after 
June 25, 1950, as outlined in Legion-sponsored H. R. 9644, Eighty-first Congress, 
second session. 


Pension legislation and GI bill 

Resolution 688, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, (1) To reiterate stand on veterans’ 
pensions as expressed by Miami (1948) and Philadelphia (1949) conventions, 
respectively, but to defer action during present crisis, and (2) to ask no additional 
benefits or extensions of time under Public Law 346, Seventy-eighth Congress, 
except to make provisions therein applicable to members of Armed Forces of the 
United States in active service on or after June 25, 1950. 


Pensions—Part IIT 

Resolution 446, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, To secure early enactment. of 
amendatory legislation which would raise present income limitations affecting 
pension eligibility; to exclude certain payments as income, and to raise the rates 
of pension. 


Philippine veterans 

Resolution 615, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, To take necessary action to make 
hospitalization available to Philippine veterans who served honorably in the 
military forces of the United States, and who are financially unable to provide 
same for themselves. 


Presumptive service connection 

Resolution 623, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That subparagraph (c) of para- 
graph I, part I, Veterans Regulation No. 1 (a), as amended, be further amended 
to include “psychosis’’ as a chronic disease to be compensable if manifested 
within 3 years from date of separation from active service. 
Prisoners of war claims 

Resolution 279, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, To support the recommendations 
of the War Claims Commission to provide benefits to former prisoners of war 
who are not now entitled under present law. 
Veterans’ Administration 

Resolution 244, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, To oppose those sections of Hoover 
Commission report which recommends any change in the present unified control 
of all veterans’ benefits and facilities in the one agency, the Veterans’ Admin- 
istration. 
Vocational rehahilitation and education 

Resolution 77, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That Congress he asked to amend 
Public Law 346, Seventy-eighth Congress, to clearly express it¢ intent reearding 
the veterans’ right to training after July 25, 1951, and for other purposes. 


WAR DEAD 


Gold Star Mothers of World War I 

Resolution 8, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That Gold Star Mothers of World 
War I be given, by the United States Government, a pin similar to the pins now 
awarded to Gold Star Mothers of World War IT. 


Headstone or memorial marker 

Resolution 42, Los Angeles, 1950: Resolved, That lezislation be enacted for.the 
purpose of a memorial marker being provided by the United States Government 
for use where a memoria! grave has been established by the next of kin of a member 
of the Armed Forces whose remains were buried at sea, were not recovered, while 
in active service. and that said marker shall bear a fitting tribute and memorial 
to one who gave his life in the service of his country. 
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CONCLUSION 
Your national legislative director will consult and advise with the various di- 
vision heads looking to the drafting of the necessary bills for presentation to the 
Congress, when it convenes on January 3, 1951. 


Respectfully submitted. 
Mires D. KENNepy, 


Director, National Legislative Commission. 


STATEMENT OF HON. H. B. MITCHELL, A REPRESENTATIVE 
IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF WASHINGTON 


Mr. Mireuety. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, it is 
an honor and a pleasure for me to be able to present to the committee 
a man of the high caliber of Mr. Charles C. Ralls, commander in chief 
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, who is a resident of the State of 
Washington. We are only too seldom in a position to present a fellow 
resident who holds such a high national position. Certainly the State 
of Washington acclaims Mr. Ralls who, after his graduation from 
Gonzaga University in Spokane, came to Seattle where he developed 
a highly successful law practice. His interest in civic affairs has 
always been great. Returning, after World War II, from his service 
in the Pacific theater his good work continued through the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars and as a major in the Marine Corps Reserve. He 
brings a fine background of experience to the work for which he was 
unanimously elected by the VFW convention. 

Ladies and gentlemen, Mr. Charles C. Ralls. [Applause.] 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Ralls, if you desire to do so, you may extend 
your remarks and just comment as you desire. 


STATEMENT OF CHARLES C. RALLS, COMMANDER IN CHIEF, 
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 


Mr. Rattus. I would like to extend my remarks but I would like to 
continue with my statement, if I may, Mr. Chairman. 

On behalf of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States I 
wish to express my sincere appreciation for this opportunity to meet 
with the chairman and members of the House Committee on Veterans 
Affairs to present some of the high lights of our legislative program and 
to personally meet members of the committee. It will also give vou 
an opportunity to look me over and in the future, when we have 
matters of mujual interest, we will not be merely names and titles. 

have known of many of the veterans, from the standpoint of 
length of service, on this committee over a period of years and have 
formed a high regard for their sincere interest and sympathetic con- 
sideration for veterans but have not had the opportunity to meet with 
them personally. 

I am proud of the fact that one of our ablest past commanders in 
chief of the Veterans of Foreign Wars is and has been a member of this 
distinguished committee for several years. I refer, of course, to 
Gen. B. W. (Pat) Kearney, of New York. General Kearney has 
retained an active interest in our organization since serving as com- 
mander in chief and we are deeply indebted to him for his invaluable 
service and counsel. At the same time, I know that he has approached 
his work as a member of this committee without bias and with equal 
consideration for the programs of all veteran organizations. 
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This committee was first organized in 1924 and at that time, and 
for several years, was identified as the World War Veterans’ Commit- 
tee. The distinguished chairman of the present committee is the last 

remaining charter member of the original committee and since 1930, 
with the exception of the Eightieth Congress, has served continuously 
as chairman. 
I cannot refrain, on behalf of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, from 
paying tribute at this time to your chairman for his long service and 
devotion to the problems of our veterans and their dependents over 
the years. 
I also wish to acknowledge the outstanding service of another mem- 
ber of this committee, the gracious lady from Massachusetts, Repre- 
sentative Edith N. Rogers, who served as chairman of the committee 
during the Eightieth Congress. 
Time will not permit a personal eulogy for all members of the com- 
mittee, but I do want you to know of the high esteem and respect 
which the members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars hold for this 
House Committee on Veterans Affairs. 
As you know, most of the resolutions that compose our national 
program are adopted at our national encampments, which are held 
once each year. The several thousand delegates to each national en- 
campment represent some 10,000 posts of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars throughout the United States and our Territories. It is, there- 
fore, a representative cross section of the 1,200,000 members of our 
organization. 
The interests of our organization are broad, as shown by our 
extensive program in fields such as Americanism, community service, 
and youth training. The scope of our legislative interests is also 
broad as evidenced by the action of our national legislative com- 
mittee in establishing a five-point program of legislative objectives 
in which our encampment and legislative committee resolutions were 
assigned to these categories: 
1. National security and foreign affairs; 
2. Americanism; 

3. Housing; 
4. Employment and civil service; and 
5. Veterans’ benefiis. 

It is only natural that an organization composed exclusively of 
men who have served in the Armed Forces on foreign soil or in hostile 
waters should retain a deep concern for the security of our Nation. 
One does not easily forget that for which he risks his life and endures 
such hardship. However, I shall pass over our interests in other 
fields and confine my remarks in this presentation to the legislative 
objectives of our organization that come within the jurisdiction of 
this committee. That is, of course, the broad field of veterans 
benefits. In doing so, however, I wish to state that in our pursuit 
of benefits for veterans we are not unmindful of the national security 
and the national welfare. In fact, we feel that rightful benefits to 
veterans, their widows and orphans, are a definite contribution to the 
welfare and security of this Nation. 

It is indeed fortunate that our legislative program will receive the 
consideration of a committee so experienced and qualified in its field. 
While we may not always agree as to the merits of a particular bill, 
we always have the satisfaction that comes from the realization it has 
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received intelligent study and analysis and fair and impartial con- 
sideration. 

As a result of the splendid and painstaking work of this committee, 
in this and the Eighty-first Congress, active service personnel may 
soon receive gratuitous indemnity insurance. It is now up to the 
White House for approval or disapproval. This forward step in the 
insurance program for our servicemen and veterans would not have 
been possible without the exhaustive hearings and comprehensive 
study of this committee. It represents the fulfillment of the hopes 
of many Americans. It may earn for this Congress, and especially 
for this committee, the gratitude of millions of servicemen and their 
immediate families for years to come. 

One of our top legislative objectives is contained in H. R. 2376, to 
obtain for veterans of the Korean campaign the benefits that have 
been extended to the veterans of World War II. Prior to this time 
action by the Congress might have been considered premature. 
However, the first anniversary of the Korean War is rapidly approach- 
ing and the number of discharged veterans of that war may early 
require the consideration of this committee. We shall be unrelenting 
in our efforts on behalf of this deserving group of veterans and take 
great comfort from the knowledge that their problems will receive 
your fair and impartial consideration. 

Another of our top legislative objectives is contained in H. R. 1297, 
introduced at our request by the distinguished chairman of this com- 
mittee. This bill provides for a 25-percent increase in disability com- 
pensation and pension rates payable to veterans of World War I and 
II. This was also one of our legislative objectives in the Eighty-first 
Congress and was stressed by Past Commander in Chief Clyde A. 
Lew in his statement to this committee in January 1950. 

The Eighty-first Congress enacted Public Law 339, which provided 
for an increase amounting to 8.7 percent and established the present 
rate of compensation for service-connected total disability at $150 
per month. The pension rate for total disability has not been in- 
creased since the present $60 and $72 per month was established in 
1946. The increase in compensation rates granted by the Eighty-first 
Congress in 1949 has been nullified by the increased cost of living, and 
the pension rates established in 1946 are woefully inadequate. We 
hope the committee will soon give consideration to bringing these rates 
more in line with current cost of living. We especially feel that those 
who have been totally disabled in the service of their country should 
receive compensation more nearly in line with prevailing wages. 

No statement of legislative objectives would be complete without 
referring to the inadequacy of hospital facilities for our disabled, sick, 
and ailing veterans. The committee will recall our vigorous support 
in the Eighty-first Congress of the bill, H. R. 5965, which would au- 
thorize and direct the construction of 16,000 additional hospital beds, 
which had previously been authorized through congressional appropri- 
ations, but which were arbitrarily deleted by the President upon recom- 
mendation of the Bureau of the Budget. 

You will recall that bill was reported out of this committee and ap- 
proved by the House of Representatives but failed to win approval of 
the Senate. We are grateful and gratified that this present committee 
has again given consideration to the hospital bill under the new desig- 
nation of H. R. 313 and has again favorably reported it to the House. 
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We are hopeful the House will again follow the recommendation of this 
committee and approve H. R. 313. 

Unfortunately, however, our legislative program in this field cannot 
rest with the construction of additional hospital facilities. The entire 
medical program of the Veterans’ Administration must be preserved 
and defended against the attacks of those who, governed solely by 
alleged economy, seek enactment of a reorganization plan proposed 
by a task force of the Hoover Commission. 

The members of the Veterans of the Foreign Wars were so convinced 
that the recommendations of the Hoover Commission, with respect 
to hospitalization and medical programs of the Federal Government, 
are false economy and not in the best interests of veterans, that our 
last encampment adopted six separate resolutions opposing the said 
recommendations. The veterans program must not be divided in 
separate pieces and farmed out to other Federal agencies. We are 
unalterably opposed to any program that would decentralize the 
veteran benefit program away from the Veterans’ Administration and 
scatter it out among many agencies. 

Another of our legislative objectives that deserves mention is not 
new to this committee. I refer to pensions for veterans of World 
War I and II as provided in H. R. 4617 in the Eighty-first Congress 
and H. R. 312 in the present Congress. Due to the excellent work of 
this committee, H. R. 4617 in the Eighty-first Congress passed the 
House by a roll-call vote of 365 to 27. It subsequently died of neglect 
in the Senate Finance Committee. We shall not be deterred in our 
pursuit of this objective, however, and will continue to work for recog- 
nition of the Nation’s obligation to this group of aged and ailing 
veterans. 

The fate of H. R. 4617, as well as several other important bills, in 
the Eighty-first Congress calls to mind the desperate need for a 
standing Cenmaiisen on Veterans Affairs in the Senate side of the 
Congress. Too frequently the splendid work of this committee is 
nullified by inaction in the Senate. This state of affairs must not be 
permitted to continue. When eventually we do get a committee on 
the Senate side, the Congress will give greater expression to the 
excellent work of this committee and your achievements will receive 
even greater recognition. 

In compliance with the time allocation and out of courtesy to the 
representatives of other veteran organizations who will follow, I believe 
I have given sufficient emphasis to the highlights of our current legis- 
lative program. 

In closing, let me again thank you for your courtesy in arranging 
this special meeting, and permitting me to appear before your com- 
mittee, and for your attention to my remarks. You people know, as 
well as I, and I am sure Pat Kearney knows, that the national com- 
mander is more or less of a traveling salesman trying to sell programs, 
and at this time, to our own citizens. We have specialists in every 
field more familiar with their line of work than the national commander 
can possibly expect to be. 

Our national legislative director, Mr. Omar B. Ketchum, who has 
handled our program for many years and who is well known—and I 
hope favorably—to the members of this committee, will conclude our 








presentation and offer for the record our current legislative objectives 
which come under the jurisdiction of this committee. 
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The CHarrMAN. May I interrupt you at this point? I would like 
for the commander and the Legion also to hear this. The 16,000-bed 
hospital bill, H. R. 313, is now pending before the Rules Committee. 
One word from the veterans across the country might help with the 
Rules Committee and with the House. 

Mr. Rattus. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mrs. Rocers. A very fine statement. And you have a very fine 
man in Mr. Omar Ketchum. 

Mr. Rattus. We are very proud of him. He has been with us a 
long time and we hope he will continue to be with us, 

Mrs. Rogers. | hope so. 

Mr. Kercuum. I do not want to take up any time. I know you 
want to get other organizations heard. 

I want to say amen to the remarks of the commander. J want 
also to pay respects to the very fine staff of the committee. I know 
of no finer staff on any committee than those you have working 
with you. 

I want to offer for the record, Mr. Chairman, a statement of our 
1950-51 legislative objectives. 

The CHarrMAn. They will be received and made part of the record. 

Mr. Ketcuum. I should like to introduce some of our staff, Mr. 
Chairman. Our national director of rehabilitation, Col. E. George 
Ijams. [{Applause.] 

Our national director of claims, Mr. Elmer Richter. [Applause.]} 

And my assistant, Mr. Adin M. Downer. [Applause.] 

We have several other staff members here but I know the other 
organizations want to get on. I did not know we were not going to 
have 25 or 30 minutes. I do appreciate the opportunity of these 
few remarks and of introducing our staff. 

The Cuarrman. Thank you, Mr. Ketchum. We all approve the 
statement in reference to your services a few moments ago. 

Now we will have the Disabled American Veterans. 

(Statement of 1950-51 legislative objectives follows:) 


1950-51 LeaisLatTive OBJECTIVES OF THE VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE 
Unirep States, SUBJECT TO THE JURISDICTION OF THE HousE COMMITTEE ON 
VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 


The following legislative objectives are based on resolutions adopted by the 
1950 National Encampment of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, 
and recommendations of the VF W National Legislative Committee. 

1. Resolution 313: To provide for a 25-percent increase in disability compen- 
sation and pension rates for World War I and World War II veterans and their 
dependents. (H. R. 1297, by Mr. Rankin.) 

2. Resolution 373: To liberalize the requirement for payment of pension in 
certain cases to veterans and their widows and children. (H. R. 312, by Mr. 
Rankin.) 

3. Resolution 461: To provide for the construction of veterans’ hospitals 
involving 16,000 beds. (H. R. 313, by Mr. Rankin.) 

4. Resolution (national legislative committee): To authorize increased monthly 
disability benefits in NSLI policies Sper payment of increased premiums. (H. R, 
317, by Mr. Rankin—approved by House.) 

5. Resolution (national legislative committee): To provide that on and after 
January 1, 1952, dividends on national service life insurance shall be applied in 
payment of premiums unless the insured has requested payment of dividends in 
cash. (H. R. 321, by Mr. Rankin—approved by House.) 

6. Resolution (national legislative committee): To authorize the payment by 
the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs of a gratuitous indemnity to survivors of 
members of the Armed Forces who die in active service. (H. R. 1, by Mr. 
Rankin—approved by House and Senate.) 
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7. Resolution 247: To extend to veterans of the Korean campaign and all 
subsequent campaigns stemming therefrom, the full and complete leyislative 
benefits that were accorded to the veterans of World War II. (H. R. 2376, by 
Mr. Kearney.) 

8. Resolution 38: To equalize pensions payable to dependents of World War I 
and World War II veterans. (H. R. 357, by Mrs. Rogers.) 

9. Resolution 304: To provide increased rates of pension, and to increase the 
income limitations on payments of pension, under part III of Veterans Regulation 
No. 1 (a). (H. R. 2873 by Mr. Rogers of Texas.) 

10. Resolution 321: To liberalize the eligibility requirements for payment of 
pension to children of deceased World War II veterans. (H. R. 2391 by Mr. 
Teague.) 

11. Resolutions 66 and 116: To amend the income limitation governing the 
granting of pension to veterans and death-pension benefits to widows and children 
of veterans. (H. R. 363, by Mrs. Rogers.) 

12. Resolution 335: To amend section c of Public Law 198, Seventy-sixth 
Congress, as amended, to read as follows: ‘‘Payment of pension under the pro- 
visions of this act shall not be made to any widow without child or a child whose 
income exceeds $1,800; or a widow with a minor child, $2,500 plus $500 for each 
additional child.” 

13. Resolution 314: To amend Public Law 484, Seventy-third Congress, to 
include, for death pension, widows and minor children of a service person who 
has incurred a permanent disability in line of duty during World War I or World 
War II service, and later died from causes not attributable to that disability while 
on active duty, his death not having been in line of duty and not having been’ 
under dishonorable conditions. (H. R. 2135 by Mr. Magee.) 

14. Resolution 315: To provide pensions for certain widows of Spanish-Ameri- 
ean War veterans who must establish actual dependency by substituting the 
eligibility criterion of income limitations as applicable to World War I and World 
War II widows death pension. (H. R. 3549, by Mr. H. C. Jones.) 

15. Resolution (national legislative committee): To liberalize the service- 
pension laws relating to veterans of the war with Spain, the Philippine Insurrec- 
tion, or the Boxer Rebellion, and their dependents. (H. R. 315 by Mr. Rankin— 
approved by House.) 

16. Resolution 308: To provide for wartime rates for disability and death com- 
pensation in any case where the veteran served. honorably during time of war and 
ineurred disability or death during peacetime service. (H. R. 3119 by Mr. 
Staggers.) 

17. Resolution 258: To provide pensions for World War I veterans on the same 
basis as those payable to Spanish-American War veterans. (H. R. 208 by Mr. 
Lane.) 

18. Resolution 122-189: To provide that those veterans who saw service in any 
recognized campaign or expedition shall be eligible for benefits granted other 
veterans with non-service-connected disabilities, such as hospitalization, pension, 
and medical treatment for disability and pension for widows of deceased veterans, 
(H. R. 97 by Mr. Kearney.) 

19. Resolution 377: To provide that those persons recognized as members of the 
United States military occupational forces serving in Europe between November 
12, 1918, and July 2, 1921, be given the status of veterans of World War I, and 
that they be included within the provisions of all laws and regulations as are now 
or may hereafter be applied to World War I veterans. (H. R. 3173 by Mrs. 
Rogers.) 

20. Resolution 279: To extend pension benefits to certain persons who served 
during hostilities in the Moro Province, including Mindanao, or in the islands of 
Samar and Leyte, after July 4, 1902, and prior to January 1, 1914, and to their 
unremarried widows, child, or children. (H. R. 308 by Mr. Rankin.) 

21. Resolution 371: To provide a uniform pension program for World War I 
and World War II veterans based on attained age or non-service-connected disa- 
bility as follows: Upon being rated 60 percent disability, $60; upon being rated 
permanent and total disability, $90; upon reaching the age of 65 years, $90; 
where an attendant is required, $120. (H. R. 300 by Mr. Rankin.) 

22. Resolution (national legislative committee): To establish for persons who 
served in the Armed Forces during World War II a further presumption of service 
connection for psychoses developing to a compensable degree of disability within 
3 veers from date of separation from active service. (H.R. 320 by Mr. Rankin.) 

23. Resolution (national legislative committee): To amend veterans regula- 
tions to provide a minimum rate of compensation for World War IT veterans who 
have arrested tuberculosis. (H. R. 316 by Mr. Rankin—approved by House.) 
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24. Resolution 234: To extend Rogennatics of service connection for active 
pulmonary tuberculosis to 5 years and to further amend the law to include within 
this presumption cancer, leukemia, Hodgkins disease, and diseases of the central 
nervous system. (H. R. 2392 by Mr. Allen of Louisiana.) 

25. Resolution 274: To provide a presumption of service connection for certain 
disabilities incurred by prisoners of war. (H. R. 2120 by Mr. Kearney.) 

26. Resolution 318: To provide that the interval between technical release 
from active duty and arrival home within a reasonable period shall be considered 
active duty for compensation purposes; provided, that disability or death during 
such period is not attributable to the veteran’s own willful misconduct. (H. R. 
2619 by Mr. Morrison.) 

27. Resolution 275: To provide out-patient treatment for non-service-connected 
disabilities for certain veterans. (H. R. 2157 by Mrs. Rogers.) 

28. Resolution 325: To provide for reimbursement by the Veterans’ Adminis- 
tration of emergency medical expenses incurred by certain veterans as the result 
of their service-connected disabilities. (H.R. 322 by Mr. Rankin.) 

29. Resolution 160: To authorize the appointment of doctors of chiropractic 
in the Department of Medicine and Surgery of the Veterans’ Administration. 
(H. R. 1368 by Mr. Magee.) 

30. Resolution 254: To extend the percentage increases in disability compensa- 
tion provided in Public Law 339, Eighty-first Congress, to the statutory awards 
payable under Public Law 182, Seventy-ninth Congress. 

31. Resolution 202: To provide statutory awards up to $210 per month in 
those cases of extreme disfigurement of the face, head, neck or throat. (H. R. 
2640 by Mr. Adair.) 

32. Resolution 210: To provide a statutory award for total loss of hearing in 
either ear similar to that now provided for loss or loss of use of other vital organs. 
(H. R. 2795 by Mr. Elliott.) 

33. Resolution 251: To provide for a specific statutory award for a veteran 
who suffered the loss, or loss of use, of a leg in addition to the loss of an eye. 
(H. R. 197 by Mr. Hinshaw.) 

34. Resolution 331: To provide for certain minimum awards for loss or loss of 
use of a creative organ. (H. R. 318 by Mr. Rankin—approved by House.) 

35. Resolution 229: To provide additional compensation on account of de- 
pendents for veterans with a service-connected loss or loss of use of a foot, or 
blindness of one eye. 

36. Resolution (national legislative committee): To amend title III of the 
Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944, as amended, by providing for treble- 
damage actions. (H. R. 319 by Mr. Rankin—approved by House.) 

37. Resolution 77: To amend the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944, as 
amended, by extending the benefits of titles IT and III to certain persons who 
have continued on active service. (H. R. 3092 by Mr. Rankin.) 

38. Resolution 411: To amend the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Civil Relief Act of 
1940, as amended, to provide further relief for persons in military service. (H. R. 
346 by Mr. Rogers of Florida.) 

39. Resolution (national legislative committee): To provide for a study of the 
mental and physical sequelae of malnutrition and starvation suffered by prisoners 
of war and civilian internees during World War II. (H. R. 304 by Mr. Rankin— 
approved by House.) 

40. Resolution (national legislative committee): To provide special pensions 
for certain persons awarded medals for extraordinary heroism while serving with 
the Armed Forces of the United States. (H. R. 1770 by Mir. Sasscer.) 

41. Resolutions 83 and 343: To oppose legislation to create a Veterans’ Insur- 
ance Corporation, to transfer to a Department of Health the hospital facilities 
of the Veterans’ Administration, and to transfer functions of the VA Loan Guar- 
anty Service to another Federal agency. 

Mr. Kearney. Mr. Chairman, I have been asked to introduce Mr. 
Boniface R. Maile, national commander of the Disabled American 
Veterans. ' 

Mr. Maile served in the South Pacific as a lieutenant in the amphib- 
ian engineers. He participated in the New Guinea campaign and 
was injured in the landings at Hollandia. 

He joined the Detroit, Mich., Post in 1945, later was elected State 
department commander of Michigan; then national vice commander 
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in 1949; and finally was elected to the highest post in the Disabled 
American Veterans, that of national commander, in 1950. 

It is my particular privilege and pleasure to present Mr. Boniface 
R. Maile, of Detroit. [Applause.] 

The Cuarrman. We are pleased to have you with us, Mr. Maile. 

Mr. Marie. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 


STATEMENT OF BONIFACE R. MAILE, NATIONAL COMMANDER, 
DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS 


Mr. Matte. Mr. Chairman, Mrs. Rogers, and gentlemen of the 
committee, as national commander of the Disabled American Veterans, 
I deem it an honor and a privilege to appear before your committee to 
submit our legislative program. 

I want to express our organization’s deep appreciation for this 
opportunity: also, to express our gratitude for the intelligent approach 
and sympathetic consideration you have given, and are giving, to the 
problems of veterans, their dependents, and to the survivors of de- 
ceased veterans. 

I assumed the office of national commander of the DAV at one of 
the most critical times in our Nation’s history. On the home front 
we are successfully meeting the growing challenge of communism, 
subversion, and espionage. Overseas our armed services have faced 
perhaps the most vicious enemy and cruelest weather ever encountered 
by an American Army. Our woefully outnumbered soldiers have met 
the Communist-inspired armies in open battle and have fought in the 
true American tradition. All of us are proud of their exemplary 
military conduct. However, these victories have not been without a 
dreadful cost in human lives and human suffering. As of the week 
ending April 21, the official Defense Department list of casualties 
incurred by our forces since June 25, 1950, totaled 59,396 men, of 
which 10,080 were dead, 38,550 wounded, and 10,766 missing. I might 
add that this figure is 4,000 more casualties than we e xperienced in the 
first year of World War IIL. 

I would be remiss in my duties and responsibilities if I did not 
pledge to these men and to their survivors the complete facilities of 
the DAV in aiding and assisting their rehabilitation. 

As a veterans’ organization, we have taken pride in having endorsed 
Public Law 894 of the Eighty-first Congress which extended Public 
Law 16 benefits to the Korean veterans and became effective in the 
closing days of the Eighty-first Congress. 

The DAV appreciates the long study and favorable action regarding 
H. R. 1, the gratuitous insurance bill which was signed by the President 
today and is now Public Law 23. This measure constitutes one of 
the most progressive acts of Congress in the field of veterans’ benefits. 
It provides uniform, equal protection to dependents of deceased 
veterans, and low-cost government insurance for the service-connected 
disabled. 

We were gratified that in the last session of Congress your committee 
favorably reported a number of bills pertaining to veterans’ affairs, 
but unfortunately the Senate failed to act. Again, during this ses- 
sion, 13 similar measures have been reported by your committee. 
Several of these bills have already been passed by the House and we 
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are hopeful favorable action will be taken on the balance in the near 
future. 

Only last week one of your subcommittees opened hearings on H. R. 
1082 which, in our opinion, is vitally necessary. This measure would 
place all personnel in the armed services since June 25, 1950, and until 
the termination of the present conflict, on an equal basis as to whether 
their service-connected disabilities shall be compensated for at war- 
time or peacetime rates. Under present law it is somewhat discretion- 
ary with the VA to rate a veteran, disabled in line of duty since June 
25, 1950, at either wartime or peacetime rates. When these hearings 
have been completed we hope your committee will make it mandatory 
that these veterans be granted wartime rates of compensation. 

During recent weeks the officers and members of the DAV have been 
disturbed and concerned as to various “suggestions’’ made to the 
Congress which recommend reduction in Federal expenditures. We 
refer to the report of the Committee on Federal Tax Policy (a non- 
governmental body), and that of the Joint Committee on the Economic 
Report (a joint congressional committee). Each recommends or 
“suggests” drastic reductions in existing veterans’ benefits. These 
are too lengthy for inclusion in this statement but I earnestly recom- 
mend and urge that each member of this committee obtain copies of 
these reports and study those portions recommending reduction in 
expenditures for veterans’ benefits. We hope each member of your 
committee, as an outstanding friend of the war veteran, will be 
prepared to combat any move which would result in a repetition of 
the so-called Economy Act of 1933. 

The Committee on Federal Tax Policy labeled its report, “A Tax 
Program for a Solvent America.’ This is too similar to the citation 
of the Economy Act entitled, ““An Act To Maintain the Credit of the 
United States.’’ This infamous measure was passed by the Congress 
with comparatively little consideration and with solemn promises 
that the disabled veteran and survivors of deceased veterans would 
not be affected. Within a few months, however, its horrifying results 
became evident, and during the next several years the Congress found 
it necessary to repeal many of its features. These are well-known. 
They need not be repeated here. 

One suggestion in both reports is that all plans for the present 
Veterans’ Administration hospital-construction program be suspended. 
With this Nation now engaged in the Korean War and seemingly on 
the verge of World War III, those advisory staffs and researchers 
responsible for this recommendation should go to some of the Pacific 
coast ports and meet the hospital ships now returning American war 
casualties to their homeland. It might be well also for them to visit 
some of the service and veteran hospitals and meet hospitalized 
veterans there. Incidentally, these include some of the same service 
hospitals which only last April were ordered closed in the name of 
economy. 

Because of the VA hospital-bed situation we of the DAV were grati- 
fied your committee favorably reported the bill H. R. 5965 during the 
last session and the House passed it. This provided for the restoration 
of the 16,000 hospital-bed construction program. Unfortunately, the 
Senate failed to act on this measure. The same bill, as H. R. 313, 
Eighty-second Congress, has been reported again to the House. We 
are hopeful favorable action will be taken by both branches this session. 
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The officers and members of the DAV contend that the expenditures 
made by the Federal Government in behalf of disabled veterans, their 
dependents, and widows and orphans, are as much a part of the cost of 
war as that of bullets, tanks, ships, planes, and other equipment for 
waging war. We maintain that just as long as there are wars this 
Nation must bear the cost of caring for veterans, in particular the 
disabled. 

The DAV has not objected to any humanitarian project requiring 
the spending of billions of American dollars and resources 2 
but we do point out these expenditures have increased in inflationary 
trend and that some of this aid will benefit former armed enemies of 
American veterans, with the American veterans now in danger of 
another “Economy Act” in their own country. 

The members of this organization are taxpayers. Their patriotism 
has been proved. We are as anxious as members of the Committee 
on Federal Tax Policy to combat inflation. Only recently we vigor- 
ously supported the House version of H. R. 1, Eighty-second Congress, 
because it would provide universal indemnity coverage, and, at the 
same time, we were reliably informed, would save millions of dollars 
in administrative costs. We desire economy in Government, but we 
do not desire a repetition of the Economy Act of 1933 at the expense 
of disabled veterans or their widows and orphans. 

It is doubtful if a modern ‘Economy Act” will be a one-package 
measure. In all likelihood it will be advanced piece-meal and necessar- 
ily come from many congressional committees. Therefore, we of the 
DAV implore you to observe and study each measure which comes 
before you on the floor to make certain disabled veterans and survivors 
of deceased veterans will be protected. 

Not only does our organization militantly oppose curtailment of 
hospitalization for the disabled and possible reductions in other 
veteran benefits, but we affirmatively recommend that your committee 
conduct a study of the terrible impact the present enormously and 
ever-increasing high cost of living is having upon the disabled veteran 
and upon war widows and orphans, many of whom are compelled to 
live upon their small compensation checks. At our headquarters in 
Cincinnati and Washington, and at each of our DAV service offices 
throughout the Nation, we receive reports daily of the terrible condi- 
tions under which these veterans and survivors are living. Should 
such a study be made, or a hearing be held on this subject, I assure you 
the Washington staff of the DAV will cooperate in every possible way. 
For your information, I wish to submit a graphic comparison between 
the increase in disability compensation and the rise in the cost of 
living as reflected by the Consumers’ Price Index. 

It is my understanding the principal purpose of the meeting this 
morning is the presentation of our respective legislative programs, 
with the various national commanders touching only on the high 
points. Inasmuch as your committee previously reported some of 
the important measures in which the DAV is interested, it would be 
repetitious for me to refer to them at this hearing. We do thank 
your committee, however, for its prompt action on these measures. 

However, I would ask permission to submit for the record a state- 
ment as to our complete legislative program. 

The Cuarrman. It will be so ordered. 
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Mr. Maite. As in the past, our Washington staff will be ready and 
willing to cooperate with your committee in any possible way, and to 
be in attendance at your hearings. 

Again, thank you for this opportunity to appear before you person- 
ally, and for your committee’s splendid work in behalf of the disabled 
war veterans, their dependents, and the survivors of deceased veterans. 

The Cuairman. Commander, there are two things I wish to call to 
your attention. 

In the first place, vou are hearing a great deal about the subject of 
stopping inflation, of fixing prices and cutting down on veterans’ 
compensation or benefits; but there is no attempt being made to stop 
inflation through the Federal Reserve which increases the circulation 
medium by an increase of $137,000,000 in February and this is going 
on today. No attempt is made on the part of the Committees on 
Banking and Curreney of the House and Senate to check it. It is 
absolutely impossible to bring about a stabilized economy by bearing 
down on the individual and then letting them continue to inflate the 
currency by leaps and bounds as they are doing today. 

To give you an idea, prices under a free economy depend on the 
volume of the Nation’s currency and the velocity of its circulation. 
In 1920 we had $5,698,000,000 in circulation. Today we have 
$27,187,000,000 in circulation, and, they are still expanding it and 
still trying to cut down on the veterans’ benefits. 

Mr. Maite. Mr. Chairman, there are many veterans, disabled 
veterans, service-connected whose condition becomes progressively 
worse due to the service-connected disability and, although I am 
highly in accord with you, that brings to mind my point that here 
in some fashion we have stabilized veterans’ be nefits, but prices have 
not been stabilized. We seem to have a holding line on veterans’ 
benefits but there is no holding line on prices and the disabled veteran 
is worse off today than in 1949 when you gave him an increase to 
meet that cost of living. 

The Cuarrman. And it never will be stabilized as long as the Federal 
Reserve Board can continue to extend the currency. We have $22 
billion of Federal Reserve funds out today. 

Mr. Evins. You made mention of the fact that Veterans’ Adminis- 
tration boards have disagreed on whether or not they should give 
benefits on a peacetime or wartime basis. What is the view on 
legislation pending on decisions of the rating boards? 

Mr. Mate. In answer to the first part of your question, we are 
asking legislation whereby during this period there will be no question; 
It will be mand: atory for the Veterans’ Administration to give wartime 
rates for service-connected disabilities. 

Mr. Evins. And failing that, if a decision is not satisfactory, what 
is the position of DAV as to having a judicial review which under 
present law is final and not subject to appeal? 

Mr. Matte. The DAV would react very favorably if you made 
provision whereby the disabled veteran would receive one more 
avenue to prove his case. 

Mr. Evins. The decisions are not subject to judicial review. 
However, the decision of the Veterans’ Administrator is final and 
conclusive. 

Mr. Springer. On this question of increased cost of living to the 
person—to the veteran, his wife and children who are on a fixed 





























1951 LEGISLATIVE PROGRAMS OF VETERANS’ ORGANIZATIONS 113 


income. I just finished up this last December in an office where | 
had charge of about 300 guardianships as a judge in a county court 
in Illinois. This is the thing we ran into repeatedly. Nearly all of 
the deceased veterans left an estate of $5,000 or $10,000. But what 
you were faced with was this: With the rise in the cost of living the 
widowed mother came in and asked for additional income. The only 
way we could grant it was to take it out of these assets. That was 
put there so that at the time the child became 18 or 21, depending 
on whether it was a girl or a boy, there would be provision for the 
child’s education or other needs. 

Now, the case comes down to this, What are you going to do with it? 
The only good suggestion has been to tie the cost of living to it. I 
have gone into that in some detail. That is impractical from a con- 
gressional viewpoint. But it should be important to you and to the 
Legion and the Amvets and the VFW to ask annually not for anything 
more than just what that cost of living appropriation would warrant. 
When the cost of living goes down, that should go down, too. It 
seems to me that is the best point you brought out in your statement 
thus far. It is the question of the cost of living to the disabled and 
the widows and children who are on a fixed income with no suggestion 
to get an increase. 

The Cuarrman. Thank you very much, Commander. 

Mrs. Rocers. Very fine. There should be increased compensation 
for the widows and orphans to meet the cost of living increase. I 
want to add that I feel the DAV is extremely fortunate in having as 
its director of legislation, Mr. Francis M. Sullivan. He does a grand 
job and has a world of friends here on the Hill. 

(Supplementary statement of Mr. Maile follows:) 


SUPPLEMENTARY STATEMENT OF Bontrace R. Matte, NATIONAL COMMANDER, 
DisaBLeEpD AMERICAN VETERANS 


Following is a list of DAV resolutions adopted or reaffirmed at the 1950 national 
convention of the Disabled American Veterans held in San Francisco, August 
13-19, 1950, together with House bill numbers referred to the House Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee, which carry out in their entirety or in part the resolutions 
referred to: 

1. Rehabilitation Resolution 252: Requests automobiles for arm, leg amputees 
and the blind of World Wars land II. H. R. 1300 and H. R. 2983, both bills by 
Mrs. Rogers. 

2. Rehabilitation Resolution 237: Requests special monthly award for dual 
amputations of one eve and one leg, or one eye and one arm. 

3. Rehabilitation Resolution 153: Requests that the burial allowance be 
increased to $250. 

4. Legislative Resolution 159: Requests that funds in Treasury earned by 
World War IT conscientious objectors go to three major veteran organizations for 
rehabilitation of disabled veterans. 

5. Hospitalization Resolution 115: Requests that chiropractors be recognized 
by Veterans’ Administration. H. R. 1368 by Mr. Magee. 

6. Rehabilitation Resolution 265: Requests that a 100 percent rating be granted 
when combined ratings add up to 100 percent or more. 

7. Rehabilitation Resolution 173: Requests an 0.7 percent increase in com- 
pensation for those not included in Public Law 339, Eightieth Congress. H. R. 
1941 by Mr. Lind. . 

8. Rehabilitation Resolution 207, Legislative Resolution 312, and Legislative 
Resolution 18 (1949): Requests an increase in compensation for widows and 
orphans; also requests a 25 percent less 8.7 percent increase for those who were 
covered under Public Law 339, Eightieth Congress. H. R. 1083 by Mr. Rankin, 
H. R. 365 by Mrs. Rogers, and H. R. 1297 by Mr. Rankin. 
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9. Legislative Resolution 316: Requests a statutory award for veterans of 
World War II for loss of or loss of use of a creative organ. H. R. 318 by Mr. 
Rankin has passed the House. 

10. Legislative Resolution 315: Requests a higher rating for deafness. H. R. 
2795 by Mr. Elliott. 

11. Rehabilitation Resolution 174: Requests that dependency allowances be 

ranted to all service-connected cases rated 10 percent or more. H. R. 1086 by 
Mr. Rankin. 

12. Rehabilitation Resolution A: Requests protection for a veteran disabled 
after discharge from the Armed Forces while en route to his home. H. R. 2619 
by Mr. Morrison. 

13. Rehabilitation Resolution 222: Requests a sliding schedule of percentages 
for degrees of disfigurement. H. R. 2640 by Mr. Adair. 

14. Rehabilitation Resolution 170: Requests educational and loan benefits for 
widows and orphans. H. R. 1519 by Mr. Battle, and H. R. 1887 by Mr. Elliott. 

15. Rehabilitation Resolution 224: Requests a 10 percent rating for gunshot 
wounds or for being gassed in service. 

16. Legislative Resolution 136: Opposes the establishment of a Veterans’ 
Insurance Corporation as recommended by the Hoover Commission. H. R. 
3317 by Mr. Hoffman. 

17. Rehabilitation Resolution 210 and Legislative Resolution 136: Oppose the 
reorganization of the Veterans’ Administration as recommended by the Hoover 
Commission. H.R. 3316 by Mr. Hoffman. 

18. Hospital Resolution 132: Requests the restoration of the 16,000 hospital 
beds involved in cut-back order. ti. R. 313 by Mr. Rankin was reported by 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee, March 13, 1951. 

19. Legislative Resolution 314, Legislative Resolution 313, and Rehabilitation 
Resolution 185: Request that veterans of the Korean conflict be granted all bene- 
fits enacted for World War II veterans, including wartime rates of compensation 
and further extension of Public Law 16 benefits. H. R. 1082 by Mr. Rankin 
(hearing on April 17, 1951), and H. R. 296, H. R. 353, H. R. 473, H. R. 474, 
H. R. 475, H. R. 476, H. R. 1217, H. R. 1505, H. R. 2095 and H. R. 2376. 

20. Rehabilitation Resolution 227: Requests that hospitalized veterans who 
acquire legal dependents during their period of hospitalization be allowed to 
receive full compensation. 

21. Housing Resolution 57: Requests additional loan guaranty to those already 
using original $4,000 maximum or less—proposes full entitlement to $7,500. 
H. R. 1014 by Mr. Javits. 

22. Rehabilitation Resolution 201, Legislative Resolution 312, and Rehabilita- 
tion Resolution 161: Request that income limitations for veterans and widows 
and orphans be raised. H.R.310 by Mr. Rankin; and H. R. 1088 by Mr. Teague. 

23. Rehabilitation Resolution 253: Requests cancellation of indebtedness against 

licies under section 304, World War Veterans’ Act, 1924. H. R. 1084 by Mr. 
fankin, and H. R. 61 by Mr. Forand. 

24. Rehabilitation Resolution 161: Requests that payments under commercial 
insurance not be counted as income. H. R. 310 by Mr. Rankin, and H. R. 947 
by Mr. Philbin. 

25. National Executive Committee Resolution No. 1: Calls for a gratuitous 
indemnity with protection for those disabled in line of duty. H. R. 1 by Mr. 
Rankin sent to President for signature. 

26. Legislative Resolution 317: Requests that service connection be granted 
when there is record of attack of multiple sclerosis in service. H.R. 3205 by Mr. 
Teague (hearings held March 20 and April 3, 1951). 

27. Rehabilitation Resolution 150: Urges presumptive period for nervous dis- 
orders. H.R. 320 by Mr. Rankin was reported March 13, 1951. 

28. Rehabilitation Resolution 190: Requests a minimum rating of 20 percent 
if held prisoner of war for 6 months or more. H. R. 2120, Mr. Kearney. 

29. Employment Resolution 9: Second injury bill. H. R. 3460 by Mrs. Rogers. 

30. Rehabilitation Resolution 242: Requests a minimum rating for arrested 
tuberculosis for veterans of World War II. H. R. 316 by Mr. Rankin passed 
House, April 17, 1951. 

31. Rehabilitation Resolution 167: Requests that stenographiec assistance be 
furnished to veteran organizations by the Veterans’ Administration. 

32. Rehabilitation Resolution 264: Requests additional vocational training 
when nature of disability precludes gainful employment by veteran in occupation 
for which he received original training under Public Law 16. 

33. Rehabilitation Resolution 195: Requests parity between World War I and 
World War IT pension for widows (non-service-connected). H. R. 299 by Mr. 
Rankin, and H. R. 357 by Mrs. Rogers, 
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The CuarrMan. Our next witness is the national commander of the 
AMVETS. I will ask the lady from Massachusetts to introduce him. 

Mrs. Rogers. Mr. Chairman, the commander is not only from my 
State, but he lives in Watertown, in my district. 

I consider it a very deep honor and great privilege to introduce him 
to the committee. The senior members of the committee had the privi- 
lege and pleasure of hearing him last year. To my knowledge he is the 
only commander who has been a commander for two successive terms 
of office in any veterans organization. That shows what they think of 
him. 

He has a very gallant war record and a very fine record since he 
came out. He gave both hands for us and has traveled all over the 
country assisting anyone who has a disability or handicap. He has 
made a glory of his handicap. He shared in a moving picture and won 
an “Oscar” in The Best Years of My Life. He is a very great citizen 
and great soldier. 

He is Mr. Harold Russell, of Watertown, Mass., national commander 
of the AMVETS. 


STATEMENT OF HAROLD RUSSELL, NATIONAL COMMANDER, 
AMVETS 


Mr. Russevy. Thank you very much, Mrs. Rogers. 

Mr. Chairman, Mrs. Rogers, and members of the House Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee, it is an extreme privilege for the second year in a 
row to represent the AMVETS and the veterans of World War II 
before this distinguished group. I have here a general statement of 
our general program for this year and I sincerely appreciate the 
opportunity of being able to present it to you at this time. 

AMVETS appreciate the opportunity of appearing before you 
today for the traditional presentation of our 1951 legislative program. 

No other official body in the Congress is as truly representative of 
the hopes and aspirations of America’s 19,000,000 veterans as this 
committee, which, over the years, has worked so closely with veterans 
in translating these aspirations into law. Your untiring efforts have 
been largely responsible for the many fine benefits now available to 
these veterans. 

Believe me when I tell you that AMVETS from coast to coast are 
well aware of your endeavors. During the 18 months that I have been 
national commander, I have made it a point in hundreds of public 
meetings to point out that as long as this committee functions, the 
rights and privileges of veterans will be in good hands, and the justifi- 
able benefits for which so many have fought for so long will then be 
preserved. 

As a matter of fact, we are looking forward to the day when a similar 
committee will be raised in the Senate—to give full-time consideration 
to the increasingly complex tapestry of veterans’ problems. 

In my remarks today, I would like briefly to outline, if that is agree- 
able to you, the 1951 legislative program of AMVETS as adopted at 
out last national convention in Cleveland, Ohio. The program is 
extensive—it accurately reflects AMVETS’ feelings in the matter of 
veterans’ legislation over all; it is, in our humble opinion, realistic and 
in tune with the times. Tam going to confine myself to the aspects of our 
legislative program which are the direct concern of this committee, in 
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order‘'to save time, while leaving you printed digests of our entire 
program for consideration at your own convenience. 

Veterans’ affairs and veterans’ benefits must always be considered 
in the light of current world events, with the knowledge of other heavy 
budgetary demands on the American Treasury. This is particularly 
true in times of crisis, such as now, when preparedness for defense must 
come before everything else. 

This does not mean that defense spending should be used as an 
excuse to slash veterans’ benefits willy-nilly, as some people seem to 
think, or to wipe the budget slate clean and start all over again, with 
less costly pension and compensation programs. For this would have 
a harmful effect on the Nation’s morale—and no less a person that 
General Eisenhower has pointed out that morale is one of the major 
factors in building up an effective military force, both in the military 
itself and on the home front as well. AMVETS believe that the 
perfection, maintenance, and continued revision of an equitable, 
coordinated veterans’ benefits program is vital to the maintenance of 
such morale. 

With these thoughts in mind, AMVETS delegates at the last 
national convention, seeking to achieve a fair and balanced program 
in keeping with the times, has called on Congress to oppose at this 
time any consideration of a Federal bonus for World War II veterans, 
or adjusted compensation, at least until such future time as the na- 
tional economy might justify the reconsideration of such a proposal. 
This represents, as most of you know, a reversal of earlier mandates 
adopted during months when the need for military preparedness 
contained none of the elements of the urgency now existing. 

But in the spirit of equity, the delegates at our last convention did 
urge an extension of the privileges now afforded World War II veterans 
under the GI bill of rights to the veterans of the present conflict in 
Korea. The delegates also felt that these future veterans should be 
placed on the same wartime status as the present World War II 
veterans for purposes of entitlement to present and future benefits. 

Once again, our convention has endorsed a fluid system of compen- 
sation payments for service-connected disabilities geared to the cost- 
of-living index of the Department of Labor as the only fair means of 
keeping pace with variations in living costs. 

As all of vou well know, prices have been soaring sky high in the past 
few months, but there has been no corresponding adjustment for fixed 
income people. Disabled veterans, in particular, are victims of this 
economic squeeze. 1 say “in particular,’’ because many of them are 
not at liberty to change jobs or otherwise augment their incomes to 
meet higher living costs. 

AMVETS for some time have regarded this so-called escalator 
system of tying compensation to a variable index as the only practical 
means of giving disabled veterans an income that has some reasonable 
relationship to changes in our economy. In the event this committee 
decides seriously to ¢ consider such a proposal, AMVETS would like the 
opportunity to present complete arguments in favor of it. 

If the committee decides our escalator plan is not feasible, we hope it 
will seek some other means of keeping compensation for service- 
connected ills on some sort of parity with the cost of living, even if 
that means increasing outright the present compensation now being 
paid. 
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Our convention also casing, A d that steps be taken to achieve 

reater equality between World War I and World War II as they 

a ate to widows andorphans. The needs of World War II dependents 

of dead servicemen are as great, and in some instances, greater than 

those of the dependents of the first war. We hope the committee will 
give this eater serious consideration at its earliest opportunity. 

At this time, I would like also to extend my compliments to this 
committee and to its staff members for the extensive studies under- 
taken at the last session of Congress and in the early months of the 

resent Congress in connection with the GI insurance program. We 

onestly believe that your recommendations and proposals were 
worth while and necessary. We hope that the compromise ultimately 
reached between this group and the Senate Finance Committee in 
this matter will bring greater insurance service to World War IT 
veterans while achieving needed economies in government without 
loss of opportunity for coverage to those who want it. 

Before closing, I should like to say just a word about the recom- 
mendations recently issued by the Joint Congressional Committee on 
the Economic Report. That honorable body made certain statements 
which, if effected, in our opinion would seriously impair a great number 
of basic veterans’ benefits that have been bestowed over the years by 
a grateful public through its representatives in Congress. 

I am glad to say that few Members of Congress have yet committed 
themselves to this program which would destroy or seriously curtail 
the basic legislative rights now enjoyed by veterans. We hope that 
if these recommendations are ever placed in the form of proposed 
legislation you, as a body, will do all in your power to preserve existing 
benefits and to see that the integrity of past lawmakers in the field of 
veterans’ legislation will not be violated. We are heartened by the 
past history of this committee in fighting against such unjustified 
efforts to achieve economy at the expense of the men who have offered 
their lives in defense of our Nation. 

In conclusion, I would like again to express the appreciation of my 
organization for this opportunity to be heard and to mention the high- 
lights of our program. If I may answer any questions or enlarge on 
any phases of our proposals, I shall, of course, be glad to do so. 

Thank you very much. 

Mrs. Rocers. A very fine statement, Mr. Russell. Commander 
Russell is a fine man and that is a very fine statement. I think he is 
triplets. He is everywhere. You will appear before us again, Mr. 
Commander. 

Mr. Russevyi. Thank you. 

The Cuarrman. Thank you very much, Mr. Commander. You 
gave us a splendid statement and we are very grateful indeed. 

With regard to the suggestion of having the commander of the 
American Legion appear, I find that he cannot be heard for the next 
few days and I will consult with you again, Mr. Kennedy, to decide 
on an agreeable date. 

Mr. Kennepy. The commander asked me to explain to you and 
the other members of your committee that he was not able to remain. 
About 5 minutes ago he received a telephone cal! from General 
Marshall’s office and it has something to do with his recent trip. 
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I have told the clerk his available dates. He can come next Tues- 
day or, if not then, then May 11. He wanted me to make sure you 
understand why he could not remain. 

The CuatrMan. I will take it up with the committee and let you 
know. Next Monday or Tuesday will not be convenient for me. I 
have engagements for those days ahead that I am compelled to comply 
with. 

Mr. Kennepy. We will be very happy to cooperate with you and 
we will work out some mutually acceptable day. 

The CHatrMan. We again want to thank the veterans’ organiza- 
tions for their splendid contributions. Everything that has been 
said will be carefully considered by members of the committee. 

I want to thank you for the work your staffs have done along with 
our committee staff. They have done a splendid job in helping to 
work out a program to take care of our disabled veterans—the men 
who have fought the Nation’s battles in times of war and sustained 
its institutions in times of peace. We are glad now to have you 
with us. 

If there is nothing else to come before the committee we will stand 
adjourned. 

(Whereupon, at 11:20 a. m., the committee was adjourned.) 


x 





